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#balticeye

#balticeye 
and the first Baltic Sea Youth Dialogue

In September 2014 the Council of the Baltic Sea States in cooperation with 
the Körber Foundation organised the first Baltic Sea Youth Dialogue. From 
their respective networks, they invited 22 young Europeans, aged 16-19, 
from 12 different countries to a weeklong program of workshops, lectures, 
debates and practical experiences in Tallinn and Narva (Estonia), as well 
as Ivangorod (Russian Federation). Coming from a generation that grew up 
in a Europe of free movement, the participants here developed their own 
perspective of history and different dimensions of their personal, cultural and 
regional identity. 
 
Visual impressions of their quest are on display in the virtual exhibition 
#balticeye, where until 31 October 2014 all visitors were invited to vote for 
their favorite photographs. The three pictures with the most “likes” are part 
of this exhibition and in addition will be on display at Narva College.

The Baltic Sea Youth Dialogue is important for building a discussion on 
Baltic Sea regional identity among this generation. Regional identity was 
also recently approved as a long term priority by the CBSS. The Körber 
Foundation’s history network for young Europeans EUSTORY has for years 
created such space for encounters and facilitated dialogue on shared history 
and future of Europe in regular international gatherings for young people. 
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The Baltic Sea Youth Dialogue brings the EU 
Strategy of the Baltic Sea Region to life

The Baltic Sea Youth Dialogue was inaugurated by a one 

week training which took place in Narva (Estonia), and 

Ivangorod (Russian Federation) as a part of the European 

Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) in 

September 2014.

EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR)

The EUSBSR strives for more intensive and more closely coordinated 
cooperation between countries of the Baltic Sea Region under three 
objectives: "to save the sea", "to connect the region" and "to increase 
prosperity". On a broader scale, the Strategy contributes to major EU policies 
and reinforces the integration within the area. 

The EUSBSR was initiated by the European Parliament in 2006 as the first 
EU macro-regional strategy. The European Commission officially launched 
the EUSBSR and its Action Plan on 10 June 2009. Five months later, on 
the 26 October 2009, the Strategy was adopted by the European Council. 
The European Commission facilitates the coordination of the EUSBSR. The 
EUSBSR Action Plan serves as a practical guidebook for the steering and 
implementation of the Strategy. The revision of the Plan was concluded 
in February 2013. This process resulted in the launch of Horizontal Action 
"Neighbours" as one of the newly added Baltic Sea macro-regional strands.

Horizontal Action “Neighbours”

The Baltic Sea Youth Dialogue is part of the EUSBSR Horizontal Action 
“Neighbours”. The main purpose of Horizontal Action “Neighbours” is bringing 
together stakeholders in the EU member states and neighbouring countries, 
especially Norway and the North-western Russia. There are eight actions 
under Horizontal Action “Neighbours”; one of them is promoting youth and 
student exchanges. 
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Pilot Project Baltic Sea Youth Dialogue

The Council of the Baltic Sea States and the Körber Foundation with its 
European history network EUSTORY organized the first Baltic Sea Youth 
Dialogue as a pilot project for EUSBSR Horizontal Action “Neighbours” 
activities. 

The Baltic Sea Youth Dialogue brought the EUSBSR to life by witnessing one 
river, two countries, two fortresses, one region separated by the external 
border of the EU and one overarching dialogue for young people from the 
Baltic region.

#balticeye - virtual exhibition demonstrating regional identity

As part of the Youth Dialogue, the participants documented their experiences 
in Narva/ and vangorod by contributing to n Instagram exhibition, creating 
virtual photography rooms of five different themes: #sharedpast, #borderline, 
#identities, #ourgeneration, #wherewecomefrom. You will be able to explore 
these themes on the following pages. 

The exhibition of photographs, along with participants’ thoughts on the theme 
Baltic identity are visualising the first Baltic Sea Youth Dialogue.

Visit the virtual exhibition here: 

http://www.balticeye.net/

ther participants were involved in the process through questionnaires
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Themes explored by the participants

#sharedpast
The contributors for #sharedpast wanted to show how the Baltic Sea states 
are so much more than just the area directly around the sea. The states share 
history, identity and culture. Through the different pictures we are portraying 
the lasting effect of the past in Narva and Ivangorod.

#borderlife
The border between Estonia and Russia is a natural border – a river. The fact 
that there is a bridge between the two countries made the contributors for 
#borderlife think of bridges between people that can and do exist. Therefore 
the photographs are meant to be a motivation for speaking to each other, 
crossing the border and trying to build bridges in order to live peacefully 
together. Everybody should build and restore these bridges.

#identities
The contributors for #identities wanted to question the existence of common 
identities in the Baltic region, relating to the situation in Narva and Ivangorod. 
They tried to find and follow their different tracks and traces on both sides 
of the border, to highlight the similarities they share and how they have been 
and will be influenced by their proximity.

#ourgeneration
During their photographic journey, the contributors for #ourgeneration 
realized, that there is more to their generation that meets the eye. The 
first idea of five themes around the topic of the internet changed, as they 
discovered, that their lives are more than just smart-phones, being ‘’slaves’’ to 
the internet and the technology. They depict themselves as people, each with 
their our own identity, their own problems and fears, and their own hopes and 
dreams – and as the future of not only the Baltic States, but also the world, 
and the history yet to come.

#wherewecomefrom
For the theme, every participant of the First Baltic Sea Youth Dialogue had to 
visualize in one photograph, where he or she comes from.
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Contributors and their lessons learned
The alumni of the EUSTORY history competitions and participants in the 
first Baltic Sea Youth Dialogue had a full week of debates and discussions. 
They met the Estonian Minister of Education Jevgeni Ossinovski and the 
Mayor of Ivangorod Tatjana Sharova, as well as the German Ambassador to 
Estonia. There were excursions in Tallinn and Narva in Estonia and Ivangorod 
in the Russian Federation. The week was thought provoking and reflection 
centered – on borders and identities of past and present, about personal 
limitations and aspects of self-identification and recognition. This all resulted 
in #balticeye, the virtual exhibition of young Europeans. 

After returning back from the 1st Baltic Sea Youth Dialogue, the participants 
reflected about what they learned and what thoughts and emotions they 
brought home. Here are some voices and impressions:

Benedicte, Norway
“What surprised me the most was that over 
22% of the people living in Narva did not 
have citizenship. One of the main reasons 
for this I understood was that many felt 
just as much Russian as Estonian, and did 
not want to choose between them.”

Ephraim, Germany
“I had never thought about the question of 
Baltic identity that intensively. I have never 
previously crossed a border as consciously 
as we did when we went to Invangorod, 
Russia. The aspect I liked the most was 
when we had time to walk around and 
take pictures for the exhibition. While being 
active it is much easier for me to reflect 
on stuff instead of when I am sitting and 
listening. That’s why I also liked the task 
that was set to find out something about a 
sight in Tallinn and to interview a stranger.”
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Bartlomiej, Poland
“I was surprised by the huge difference of 
the socioeconomic situation on the Russian 
side of the river in comparison with Estonia. 
Another really astonishing thing was the 
sight of so many monuments and other 
footprints of the Soviet past, even on the 
Estonian side.”

Ester, Czech Republic
“The so-called alien passports surprised me 
the most, I think. I’ve never heard about 
them and I didn’t know it’s even possible to 
not have any citizenship.”

Richard, Germany
“Talking about the Baltic Identity issue I 
was surprised that we were indeed able 
to identify similarities in the way people 
view life all around the Baltic Sea such 
as religion, sports and the economic and 
political system, but when we compared 
our results in the end no one took a stand 
declaring his or her Baltic identity. For my 
share I feel like I am able to answer the 
question about my personal “identity” now 
more easily than before the seminar and 
additionally was introduced to a number 
of new designs of identity, which may help 
to put oneself in somebody’s shoes in the 
future.“
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